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“Promoting public safety through effective

Prevention and treatment”
2012-2013 Accomplishments
The Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency (MCCD) has long advocated for effective justice policies and programs that are fair, effective and affordable. This year, through the hard work and dedication of staff, the strength of our partnerships, our success in securing needed funding and the generosity of our supporters, the agency made important strides in fulfilling our mission to improve the effectiveness of policies and systems aimed at the prevention and reduction of crime and delinquency.  

Michigan Benefits Access Initiative (MBAI)
MCCD continues to advance best practices around prisoner reentry.  With generous support from the Open Society Foundation, MCCD and its partners assisted the Michigan Department of Corrections Office of Offender Reentry with implementing the Michigan Benefits Access. The Project sought to ensure that each eligible parolee is connected to public benefits and vital documents before their return into the community.  Research shows that recidivism can be reduced if returning citizens are connected with the tools they need to be successful in the community, such as food assistance, Medicaid, veterans’ benefits, and state IDs.  MCCD also developed policies and procedures for the Michigan Department of Corrections so that they can continue this work into the future.
At the completion of the project, the program successfully yielded the following results:

· 11,480 incarcerated individuals were assessed for benefit eligibility while incarcerated.

· 1,355 incarcerated individuals were interviewed for eligibility and ID acquisition.

· 1,893 applications for state and federal benefits, ID’s, and referrals were conducted.

· 857 birth certificate applications and 106 Social Security replacement cards were processed.

· 114 free Michigan ID cards were processed for those on public assistance in only 7 months.

· 76 veterans were referred to the Veterans’ Administration for services

  
Juvenile Competency Legislation Signed into Law

Since 2007, MCCD has led a statewide coalition dedicated to creating standards for juvenile competency in court.  On January 2, 2013, Governor Snyder signed juvenile competency legislation, ensuring that children who stand accused of crimes are competent to participate in their court hearings.  The long-awaited standards will strengthen constitutional protections for kids and provide a roadmap for courts.  Under the new law, a child can only be processed in juvenile court if he can adequately understand the roles of various courtroom personnel and the court process, and make reasonable decisions regarding his own case.  Before this law, Michigan courts inconsistently defined juvenile competency and had no common set of qualifications for juvenile forensic evaluators.  As a result, mentally ill children awaiting a delinquency hearing could be placed in detention indefinitely.  MCCD will continue to monitor implementation of the new laws.
Michigan Juvenile Justice Collaborative: Summit on Juvenile Justice

MCCD continues to chair the Michigan Juvenile Justice Collaborative, bringing together advocacy organizations dedicated to improving juvenile justice in Michigan. In March, MCCD and its partners in the Juvenile Justice Collaborative hosted the 2013 Michigan Summit on Juvenile Justice.  The Summit highlighted best practices in juvenile justice, with an emphasis on Michigan’s trend toward community-based programs.  Keynote speaker, Texas Representative Jerry Madden, explored how Michigan could learn from reforms in Texas, which have saved money and reduced recidivism.
At the Summit, MCCD and the Collaborative released Michigan Trends in Juvenile Justice: 2010-2013, a comprehensive review of juvenile justice accomplishments over the past 4 years.
Juvenile Justice Reinvestment, In-Home Care Incentive grant

With generous support from the Public Welfare Foundation, MCCD has advanced strategies to reduce placement in juvenile facilities and reinvest savings into community-based programs.  First, MCCD researched and published a report entitled, No Place Like Home: Making the Case for Wise Investment in Juvenile Justice, which documented Michigan’s positive trend to treat kids in the context of family and community.  To gain support for ongoing juvenile justice reinvestment, MCCD advocated for the In-Home Care Incentive, a grant program designed to promote new or enhanced community-based alternatives.  

As a result of these efforts, the Michigan Legislature funded a $1 million pilot initiative, entitled In-Home Community Care Grants, targeting rural counties.  These grants will provide much-needed resources to start new community-based programs in areas where they previously did not exist.  Courts will be required to track their outcomes, with the expectation that available options in the community will drive down placement costs and positively impact family-centered treatment.  MCCD will continue to advocate for expansion of this pilot initiative.
Youth Tried as Adults

Beginning in the late 1980’s, Michigan joined a national movement to “get tough” on youth crime, passing strict laws on the prosecution of juveniles as adults. State laws allow youth of any age, including all 17-year olds, to be tried as an adult in court. Once tried in the criminal system, youth must also be sentenced as adults. This often includes inflexible sentencing and, in extreme cases, life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. Unfortunately, researchers have proven that these strict policies are counter-productive if not harmful, often causing increases in recidivism rates and high corrections costs. 
With generous support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, MCCD will embark on a statewide research project to determine the extent to which youth are prosecuted as adults in Michigan.  With this information, MCCD will highlight existing best practices and develop recommendations to safely reduce and effectively treat youth in the adult system.
Collaborative Partnerships
An important component of MCCD’s work is to maintain strong collaborative partnerships across agencies and systems.  To this end, MCCD serves as the chair of the Michigan Coalition for Children and Families and is an active member of the Michigan Coalition on Race Equity in Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice, the All Kids in School Coalition, Juvenile Justice Vision 20/20, and the National Juvenile Justice Network.
Future Direction
In the upcoming year, MCCD will explore new opportunities to continue its work in the field of prisoner reentry and corrections reform.  This will include a renewed focus on criminal justice advocacy and the expansion of collaborative partnerships.
MCCD’s juvenile justice work will continue to address policies that focus on the multi-faceted needs of children. With the passage of the juvenile competency bill, the legal and therapeutic communities will need training on how to proceed with cases where a young person is deemed incompetent. MCCD will also continue to support passage of legislation around the in-home care incentive at the state. In a new effort, MCCD will begin researching the extent to which youth are prosecuted and incarcerated as adults.   

Over the next year MCCD will be engaging the board in discussions about building membership and creating a communications campaign.     
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Contribution Form
Established in 1956, MCCD is the only statewide organization dedicated to improving the effectiveness of policies and systems aimed at preventing and controlling crime and delinquency.

MCCD relies heavily upon donations in order to maintain an organized, effective voice in public policy development on issues important to our supporters. Your contribution will help MCCD accomplish significant reform, including: 

· Reducing return-to-prison rates through the Michigan Prisoner Reentry Initiative; 

· Expanding employment opportunities  and transitional support for parolees through the Michigan Benefits Access Initiative
· Improving services for children in the juvenile justice system through work of the Michigan Juvenile Justice Collaborative; and

· Raising awareness about solutions to Michigan’s failing public defense system.

Please support MCCD’s mission by using this form to send a tax-deductible contribution today.
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